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SAT Writing
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5. Connectors (Page 14)
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17. Inversion + Idiomatic Expression (Page 24)
18. Expression of Ideas (Page 25)
19. Sentence Combination (Page 26) 



Topic: Connectors 
 
 
	 1. Coordinator ( For / And / Nor / But / Or / Yet / So )  

	 Structure: Sentence [ , but ] Sentence .         

	 

	 Sentence 1: He is handsome.

	 Sentence 2: He is not a nice person. 
 
	 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
	  



Topic: Connectors 
 
 
	 1. Subordinator ( Because / Although / While … ) 

	 Structure 1: Sentence [ , although ] Sentence .         

	 

	 Sentence 1: He is handsome.

	 Sentence 2: He is not a nice person. 
 
	 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________


	 Structure 2: [ Although ] Sentence , Sentence .         

	 

	 Sentence 1: He is handsome.

	 Sentence 2: He is not a nice person. 
 
	 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Topic: Connectors 
 
 
	 3. Linker ( However / Moreover / For example … )  

	 Structure 1: Sentence . [ However , ] Sentence .         

	 

	 Sentence 1: He is handsome.

	 Sentence 2: He is not a nice person. 
 
	 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________


	 Structure 2: Sentence ; [ however , ] Sentence .       

	 

	 Sentence 1: He is handsome.

	 Sentence 2: He is not a nice person. 
 
	 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Topic: Connectors 
 
 
	 3. Linker ( However / Moreover / For example … )  

	 Structure 1: SVO . [ However , ] SVO .         

	 

	 Sentence:	 	 	  	 _____________________________________________________________________


	 Structure 1: SVO . S [ , however , ] VO .         

	 

	 Sentence:	 	 	  	 _____________________________________________________________________


	 Structure 1: SVO . SVO [ , however ] .         

	 

	 Sentence:	 	 	  	 _____________________________________________________________________




Topic: Connectors 
 
 
	 4. Preposition ( despite / … of / for / from / in / on / to / with / by ) 

	 Structure 1: Sentence ( , ) [ despite ] Non Sentence .         

	 

	 Sentence 1: He is handsome.

	 Sentence 2: He is not a nice person. 
 
	 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
	 Structure 1: 	 	 	 [ Despite ] Non Sentence , Sentence .        


	 

	 Sentence 1: He is handsome.

	 Sentence 2: He is not a nice person. 
 
	 


	 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Topic: Connectors 
 
 
 
	 1. Which of the following is correct? 

	 A. I like that sweater; however it only comes in one color. 

	 B. I like that sweater. However, it only comes in one color. 

	 C. I like that sweater, however, it only comes in one color.


	 2. Which of the following is correct? 

	 A. We hurried indoors because of it was raining. 
 
	 B. We hurried indoors although it was raining.  
 
	 C. We hurried indoors because it was raining.  



Topic: Connectors 
 
 
	  
	 3. Which of the following is correct? 

	 A. Although she was tired, she could not sleep. 

	 B. She could not sleep; although she was tired.  

	 C. Although she was tired she could not sleep.


	 4. Which of the following is correct? 

	 A. The movie got good reviews. It was too long, however. 
 
	 B. The movie got good reviews. However it was too long. 
 
	 C. The movie got good reviews, however, it was too long. 



Topic: Punctuation  
 
 
	 Semicolon ( ; )  
 
	 1. Sentence ; Sentence . (ห"งขยายห'า) 
 
	 Ex:    Peter looks extremely tired; he has been playing football all day. 
 
 
	 2. Sentence ;  Linker , Sentence . (ใ)*บ Linker เ-า.น) 
  
	 Ex:    He stepped on my foot; however, I’m not hurt.  
 

	 Colon ( : )  
 
	 1. Sentence : Sentence . (ห"งขยายห'า) 
 
	 Ex:    Peter looks extremely tired: he has been playing football all day. 
 
 
	 2. Sentence : Non Sentence . (เ0นสมา3ก*น) 
 
	 Ex:    During vacation last year, I went to several places: Rome, Paris, and Bangkok. 



Topic: Punctuation  
 
 

	 Comma ( , )  
 
	 1. 5นตาม7ตร9เ:อม   
 

Ex:	 Jeff loves fruits, but Jill loves vegetables. 
 

Ex:	 However, I am not hurt.  
 
 
2. Non Sentence , Non Sentence  

 
	 Ex:    I went to Rome, Paris, and Bangkok.  
 
	  
	 3. Sentence , Non Sentence  ห<อ  Non sentence , Sentence 
 

Ex:	 They failed the experiment, not having studied the lab manual carefully. 
 
	 	 Not having studied the lab manual carefully, they failed the experiment


	  
	 4. แ>งห<อครอบ @วนขยายBไDEเ0น  
 

Ex:	 J.K. Rowling, author of the the best selling book Harry Potter, is British. 



 

Topic: Punctuation  
 
 
	 Dash ( — ) 
 
	 1. ใ)แทน Colon Case 2  [ Sentence — Non Sentence . ] 
 

Ex:	 During vacation last year, I went to several places: Rome, Paris, and Bangkok. 
 
	  
	 2. ใ)แทน Comma Case 4  [ แ>งห<อครอบ @วนขยายBไDEเ0น ]  
 

Ex:	 J.K. Rowling — author of the the best selling book Harry Potter — is British. 
 
	 

	 3. ใ)Gวง Dramatic Shift ห<อ Unexpected Event  [ เหHการIBJคๆ ห<อLMอนแMง*บNางห'า ] 
 

Ex: 	 He increased the employee's salary without any costly problem — performing even better financially. 



Topic: Punctuation  
 
 
	 Apostrophe  ( __’ ) 
 
	 1. ใ)แสดงความเ0นเPาของ  [ ใ@ S เQมห<อไDRองLBประเภท9 และความเ0น Singular/Plural ] 
 

Ex:	 Peter’s book is more expensive than Jill’s. 	 	 (กร# Regular Noun - Singular) 
 
	 	 The boys’ car is larger than that those girls’ car. 	 (กร# Regular Noun - Plural) 
 
	 	 The children’s plates are white but the adults’ plates 	 (กร# Irregular Noun - Plural vs. Regular Noun - Plural) 
	 	 are black.  
 
 
	 CHECK YOURSELF: Which of the following is/are correct? 
 

	 1. ____ The boss’s order was delayed.

	  

	 	 2. ____ The bosses’s orders were delayed. 
 

	 3. ____ The boss’ order was delayed.

 
	 	 4. ____ The bosses’ orders were delayed. 



Topic: Punctuation  
 
 
	 1. Julie was thoroughly [1] confused: she couldn’t figure out where she put her car keys.  

A. NO CHANGE 


	 	 B. confused, she 


	 	 C. confused she, 


	 	 D. confused she  

	 2. Studies show that [2] children; who are physically active may perform better in the  
classroom. 

	 A. NO CHANGE 

 
	 	 B. children, 


	 	 C. children 

	 

	 	 D. children: 



Topic: Punctuation  
 
 
	 3. The shift from the Golden to the Silver Age is probably the most successful  

[3] example: of publishers responding to changing times and preferences. 

A. NO CHANGE 


	 	 B. example, of publishers  

	 	 C. example of publishers, 


	 	 D. example of publishers 

	 4. In addition to super villains, the new, soon-to-be-iconic characters of the [4] age:  
Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, and the Hulk among them — had to cope with  
mundane, real-life problems, including paying the rent, dealing with family squabbles,  
and facing anger, loneliness, and ostracism. 

	 A. NO CHANGE  
 
	 	 B. age;  
 
	 	 C. age,  
 
	 	 D. age —




TEST TIME: CONNECTORS 
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AMan of ManyWords

In 1747 the author Samuel 23 Johnson announced

an ambitious plan for a new English-language dictionary.

He did so with the encouragement of a group of London

booksellers. Johnson’s goal was to produce an

authoritative guide to the language “by which its purity

may be preserved.” The completed Dictionary of the

English Language finally appeared in 24 1755, its release

was every bit the publishing event that the writer and his

backers had imagined. Along 25 one’s laborious journey

from planning to publication, however, Johnson’s

Dictionary had become a book with more humble

ambitions—one that no longer aspired to preserve the

purity of the language. Johnson had come to realize that,

like all languages, the English language was a living,

changing thing that could not be preserved, only

described.

� �

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. $0/5*/6&

23
Which choice best combines the sentences at the
underlined portion?

A) Johnson announced an ambitious plan for a new
English-language dictionary and was encouraged
by a group of London booksellers.

B) Johnson, announcing an ambitious plan for a
new English-language dictionary, was
encouraged by a group of London booksellers.

C) Johnson announced an ambitious plan for a new
English-language dictionary; he was encouraged
in this by a group of London booksellers.

D) Johnson, encouraged by a group of London
booksellers, announced an ambitious plan for a
new English-language dictionary.

24

A) NO CHANGE
B) 1755, and
C) 1755, as
D) 1755 with

25

A) NO CHANGE
B) each one’s
C) it’s
D) its

26
42•
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This recognition did not mean that Johnson had no

opinions about how words should be used. On the

contrary, Johnson 30 used the Dictionary to promote

words he favored and to protest words he disliked. 31

In the definition for “pictorial,” a term coined by Sir

Thomas Browne, Johnson described the word as one “not

adopted by other writers, but elegant and useful.” 32 By

the same token, the word “writative,” which Johnson had

found in the letters of Alexander Pope, was not even

granted a definition; Johnson simply wrote “A word of

Pope’s coining: not to be imitated.” Johnson understood

that he could not preserve his language—but he

33 could—at the very least, try to shape its future use. In

that more modest goal he appears to have succeeded:

Johnson’s work stood as the definitive English dictionary

for well over a century, influencing generations of

English writers and readers.

� �

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. $0/5*/6&

30

A) NO CHANGE
B) had used
C) will use
D) uses

31
At this point, the writer is considering adding the
following sentence.

When it was finished, Johnson’s Dictionary
contained 42,773 words, which made it neither
the longest nor the shortest dictionary of the
eighteenth century.

Should the writer make this addition here?

A) Yes, because it provides relevant contextual
information about eighteenth-century
dictionaries.

B) Yes, because it puts in perspective just how many
words Johnson had influence over.

C) No, because it interrupts the discussion of how
Johnson used his Dictionary to affect the English
language.

D) No, because it merely repeats information about
Johnson’s Dictionary that appears earlier in the
passage.

32

A) NO CHANGE
B) On the other hand,
C) For example,
D) Nevertheless,

33

A) NO CHANGE
B) could, at the very least—
C) could, at the very least,
D) could; at the very least,

28
44to
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Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. CONTINUE

Questions 12-22 are based on the following passage
and supplementary material.

Free Public Transportation

City planners, concerned about vehicle traffic

clogging their cities’ roadways, are trying to find ways to

get people out of their cars and onto buses and trains.

One radical proposal some planners have considered is to

make public transportation free to passengers. While

fare-free policies do increase 12 ridership, but they have

not been found to be an effective way to address traffic

problems. Moreover, these policies may result in serious

budget shortfalls.

Not surprisingly, 13 public transportation is used

by more people when people do not have to pay a fare.

According to a report by the Center for Urban

Transportation Research, public transit systems that

abolish fares typically see a short-term increase in

ridership of about 50 percent. However, this increase

does not necessarily correlate with a decrease in car

traffic. Evidence suggests that when buses and subways

are free, people often take bus and train trips they would

not have taken otherwise while still using their cars

nearly as much as they did before. In 2013 Tallinn,

Estonia, instituted fare-free rides for city residents

(becoming the largest city in the world to do so), but car

use in Tallinn has only slightly 14 declined; as a 2014

study by the KTH Royal Institute of Technology in

Sweden found that car traffic in Tallinn was down less

than 3 percent since 15 it was enacted.

2 2

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. CO NTI N U E

12

A) NO CHANGE
B) ridership, and while
C) ridership,
D) ridership;

13
Which choice is the most effective version of the
underlined portion?

A) NO CHANGE
B) more people use public transportation if they do

not have to pay a fare.
C) if people do not have to pay a fare, more of those

people use public transportation.
D) using public transportation is done by more

people when they do not have to pay a fare.

14

A) NO CHANGE
B) declined:
C) declined,
D) declined. As

15

A) NO CHANGE
B) that
C) one
D) the policy

22
53Be



447

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. CONTINUE

Instituting a fare-free system 16 can also have a

devastating effect on a city’s transportation budget. All

public transportation systems are subsidized by the

government to some extent, but large systems gain a

substantial portion of their operating revenue from fares.

Since systems that go fare-free see increases in ridership,

they often must operate more buses and trains and hire

more drivers and other personnel at the same time that

they are losing a key source of funding. Advocates of

fare-free policies claim that the costs of these policies are

largely offset by various 17 savings, however, a recent

study comparing projected results of fare-free policies in

different cities found this outlook to be 18 way too

sunny. For example, in San Francisco, CA, fare-free

2 2

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. CO NTI N U E

16
Which choice best introduces the paragraph?

A) NO CHANGE
B) also requires planners to make careful

considerations about changes in service.
C) might also have a negative impact on the

environment as more service is added.
D) also has the drawback of increasing crowding on

public transportation.

17

A) NO CHANGE
B) savings,
C) savings, but
D) savings; and

18

A) NO CHANGE
B) looking too much on the bright side.
C) pretty upbeat.
D) overly optimistic.

23
54•
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Retailers Profit from PayingWell

Many retailers rely on discount prices to attract

customers, and these companies’ executives and

managers often assume that they must maintain low

employee costs to preserve these discounts. However, in

recent years, several retailers have challenged this

34 conventional wisdom, offering better-than-average

wages and 35 benefits, and they have done so, while

keeping costs down and performing well financially.

The cost of better compensation for employees is

lower than many employers may realize. A 2012 study by

Demos, a public policy research and advocacy

organization, noted that if retail workers’ annual earnings

were increased so that on average the lowest-paid

workers received a 27 percent raise, the additional cost to

employers would amount to only 0.5 percent of total

retail sales. 36 Stores could increase their prices to make

up for this expenditure. The additional cost to consumers

if they did so would average 30 cents per shopping

trip—hardly enough to keep most customers away.

� �

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. $0/5*/6&

34

A) NO CHANGE
B) habitual
C) routine
D) accustomed

35

A) NO CHANGE
B) benefits—and they have done so
C) benefits: and they have done so,
D) benefits and they have done so,

36
Which choice most effectively combines the
sentences at the underlined portion?

A) If stores increased their prices to make up for
this expenditure, the additional cost to
consumers

B) Increasing their prices to make up for this
expenditure, stores could make an additional
cost to consumers that

C) The additional cost to consumers to make up for
this expenditure would be increased store prices
so that they

D) If the additional cost to consumers made up for
this expenditure by increasing store prices, it

29
45ooo



[1] One of the 2 big reasons behind workers’ lack

of sleep is the work itself. [2] To combat the problem of

sleep deprivation in a demanding work environment,

some companies have begun allowing workers to take

naps. [3] The hours the average American 3 spend

working have increased dramatically since the 1970s,

making it hard for many workers to get a good night’s

sleep. [4] Although employees who sleep on the job are

often considered lazy and unproductive, napping in the

workplace has been shown to improve workers’ efficiency

and quality of life. [5] As long as companies continue to

demand long hours from 4 workers, and managers

should champion napping as a means to keep employees

happy, healthy, and functional. 5

2 2

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. CO NTI N U E

2
A) NO CHANGE
B) main things leading up to
C) huge things about
D) primary causes of

3
A) NO CHANGE
B) have spent
C) spends
D) are spent

4
A) NO CHANGE
B) workers; managers
C) workers, managers,
D) workers, managers

5

To make this paragraph most logical, sentence 3
should be placed
A) where it is now.
B) before sentence 1.
C) after sentence 1.
D) after sentence 4.

2

3

4

5

1923Boo
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Questions 23-33 are based on the following passage.

Lunar Farming

Late last autumn, Giuseppe Ferrua stood, on the

hillside he farms overlooking Italy’s Serchio River valley,

a landscape of low mountains dotted with vineyards.

Ferrua grows grapes and olives, and he does so according

to the phases of the Moon. He didn’t always farm this

way. When he began, he exercised modern,

one-size-fits-all farming methods but says he soon

became convinced that “plants are completely prone to

elements in the cosmos, the rhythms of day and night.”

Following the lunar calendar, this type of farming is

driven by the belief that the Moon influences levels of

moisture in the soil, just as the Moon’s gravitational pull

affects great bodies of water. Lunar farmers believe,

for example, that from the new Moon to quarter

Moon phases, when the Moon is waxing, a soil’s moisture

content increases, whereas drier periods occur during the

waning phase. Although moisture influences seed

germination, a lunar guide on when to plant and weed

can be advantageous to a grower.

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

23
A) NO CHANGE
B) stood;
C) stood—
D) stood

24
A) NO CHANGE
B) inside
C) for
D) on

25
A) NO CHANGE
B) however,
C) by contrast,
D) thereafter,

26
A) NO CHANGE
B) Given that
C) So
D) DELETE the underlined portion and begin the

sentence with a capital letter.

23

24

25

26

2529BA



2 2
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Nature has been around forever. First-century

Roman naturalist Pliny the Elder stated in his Natural

History that the Moon “replenishes the Earth; when she

approaches it, she fills all bodies, while, when she recedes,

she empties them.” Chinese and Egyptian people

performed agricultural tasks according to the lunar

calendar for millennia, and, to this day, the vaunted Old

Farmer’s Almanac includes regional lunar calendars and

advice on when to conduct farm chores. The

almanacs editor, Janice Stillman, says, “That

information is of value to our readers who practice these

traditional methods—and claim great success.”

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

27

Which choice most effectively sets up the paragraph?
A) NO CHANGE
B) People all over the world farm by the Moon.
C) Farming by the Moon is not new.
D) Talk of the Moon’s influence is far-reaching.

28

Which choice provides the most specific information
on the type of advice a lunar calendar offers?
A) NO CHANGE
B) actions relevant to farming.
C) points in time at which to undertake certain

tasks.
D) optimal times to plant, weed, prune, and harvest.

29
A) NO CHANGE
B) almanacs’s
C) almanac’s
D) almanacs’

28

27

29

2630•
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[1] The library is working hard to publicize the

project and encourage the public to try the recipes. [2] It

has formed a club dedicated to cooking manuscript

recipes. [3] Some recipes don’t fare well in the

twenty-first century (one club member called her 1800s

gingerbread a “molasses-laden brick”), while others

had worked just fine. [4] In another instance of

library outreach, a competition at the 2013 Iowa State

Fair, contestants baked desserts in three

categories— almond cheesecake, summer mince pie,

and Marlborough pie—using recipes from the Szathmary

collection.

The efforts of the library and the volunteers are

clearly bearing fruit. By January 2014, more than 38,000

manuscript pages had been transcribed, thanks to the

volunteers who answered DIY History’s call to “help

build the historical record by doing it yourself.”

42
A) NO CHANGE
B) work
C) worked
D) could have worked

43
A) NO CHANGE
B) almond, cheesecake summer, mince,
C) almond cheesecake summer, mince
D) almond, cheesecake, summer, mince,

44

The writer plans to add the following sentence to this
paragraph.

The judges reported that the entries were
delicious.

To make this paragraph most logical, the sentence
should be placed
A) after sentence 1.
B) after sentence 2.
C) after sentence 3.
D) after sentence 4.

STOP
If you finish before time is called, you may check your work on this section only.

Do not turn to any other section.

42

43

44
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12

A) NO CHANGE
B) stage’s of its’
C) stage’s of it’s
D) stages of its

13

A) NO CHANGE
B) Therefore,
C) Nevertheless,
D) However,

2VFTUJPOT ����� BSF CBTFE PO UIF GPMMPXJOH QBTTBHF�

A Little to the Left, but Not Too Much!

Italy’s Tower of Pisa has been leaning southward

since the initial 12 stages of it’s construction over

800 years ago. 13 Indeed, if the tower’s construction had

not taken two centuries and involved significant breaks

due to war and civil unrest, which allowed the ground

beneath the tower to settle, the tower would likely have

collapsed before it was completed.

27
40too
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...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

14

A) NO CHANGE
B) icon, attracting
C) icon, its attracting
D) icon; attracting

15

A) NO CHANGE
B) deviations
C) oddities
D) abnormalities

16
At this point, the writer is considering adding the
following sentence.

Unfortunately, the tower’s tilt has steadily
increased over the centuries, placing the
structure in danger of collapse.

Should the writer make this addition here?

A) Yes, because it provides an important
restatement of the main claim in the previous
sentence.

B) Yes, because it establishes an important shift in
emphasis in the paragraph’s discussion about the
tower’s tilt.

C) No, because it interrupts the paragraph’s
discussion with irrelevant information.

D) No, because it repeats information that is already
presented in the first paragraph.

17

A) NO CHANGE
B) 1990, Italy’s government, closed
C) 1990 Italy’s government, closed,
D) 1990: Italy’s government closed

Luckily, the tower survived, and its tilt has made it an

Italian 14 icon, it attracts visitors from all over who flock

to Pisa to see one of the greatest architectural

15 weirdnesses in the world. 16 By the late twentieth

century, the angle of the tower’s tilt had reached an

astonishing 5.5 degrees; in 17 1990, Italy’s government

closed the tower to visitors and appointed a committee to

find a way to save it.

28
41•
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26 By virtue of 27 there medical training, PAs can

perform many of the jobs traditionally done by doctors,

including treating chronic and acute conditions,

performing minor 28 surgeries: and prescribing some

medications. However, although well 29 compensated

earning in 2012 a median annual salary of $90,930, PAs

cost health care providers less than do the physicians who

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

26
At this point, the writer is considering adding the
following sentence.

Several factors argue in favor of such an
expanded role.

Should the writer make this addition here?

A) Yes, because it introduces a counterargument for
balance.

B) Yes, because it frames the points that the
paragraph will examine.

C) No, because it does not specify the education
required to be a PA.

D) No, because it presents information that is only
tangential to the main argument.

27

A) NO CHANGE
B) they’re
C) their
D) his or her

28

A) NO CHANGE
B) surgeries; and
C) surgeries, and,
D) surgeries, and

29

A) NO CHANGE
B) compensated (earning in 2012 a median annual

salary of $90,930),
C) compensated, earning in 2012 a median annual

salary of $90,930
D) compensated: earning in 2012 a median annual

salary of $90,930,

32
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